
This Month’s Meeting: 
Thursday, August 17, Lynchburg 

Public Works Dept., 1700 Memo-

rial Ave., Lynchburg. Lots of off-

street parking in front and behind 

building. Informal get-together 

and chat 6:30, Meeting called to 

order at 7:00 pm. 

Program: 
Ever pull a frame out of a hive & 

the comb, brood and honey stay 

behind? Been extracting and hear 

that sickening “thud—thump-

thump-thump” when the comb 

and honey blow out of the frame 

and gum up your extractor? What 

a mess! Ernie “Bear” Moore will 

show us how to avoid these catas-

trophes with his demo on how to 

wire foundation in frames. 

We hope this makes the new-bees 

feel better: even experienced bee-

keepers do stupid things. And 

“stupid” takes on a whole new di-

mension when you’re talking 

about boxes of stinging insects!  

Ann Zudekoff will share “Ten Stu-

pid things that Beekeepers Do”. 

(Of course, she’s never done 

any of these herself!) 
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What’s Buzzin’? 
President’s Corner 

Mark Smith 

The last month has been a busy one for members and new 

members of the Piedmont Beekeepers Association! I will 

start by saying a big THANK YOU to Clay and Melaney 

Davis for hosting the PBA summer picnic. Everyone had a 

great time, ate good food from the grill, and swam in the 

pool until the storm clouds ran us out!  

Next, Ann Zudekoff and Robert Ferrell made it to EAS in 

Delaware and back, so make sure to catch up with them 

and hear about all the exciting things they saw and heard.  

Thank you to everyone who enrolled and came to the 

Honey Bee Disease workshop at Randolph College this past 

week. Keith Tignor had a presentation on bee diseases, fol-

lowed by lab time where we learned to test for American 

Foulbrood at home, recognize anatomical difference in Afri-

canized bees, Varroa mite sugar roll, and much more.  

After the workshop, Margi Vaughn was kind enough to 

“lend” us one of the hives in her yard for a hands-on inspec-

tion demo by Keith.  

Welcome to new club members Angela Vendetti and Randy 

Horne who signed up at the Bee Disease workshop.  

Lastly, we had our first rental of our newly acquired  honey 

extractor this week, so keep this new club benefit in mind 

if you need an extractor to use. The extractor will handle 

six shallow or medium frames, or three deep ones, and is 

perfect for the beekeeper who has 1– 5 supers to extract, 

and is easily portable. PBA rents it to members in good 

standing for only $15.00. Have you looked at the price of 

even used extractors lately? 

Fall is fast approaching, and hopefully everyone has com-

pleted late summer mite checks and treated if necessary so 

as to go into fall and winter with lots of healthy, fat bees. If 

you are unsure of how to check for Varroa mites or what to 
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treat with, please contact our club educator, 

Ann Zudekoff. Small hive beetles and wax 

moth are in full swing, so make sure to adjust 

hive size accordingly to make sure frames 

have an adequate amount of bees to patrol 

and maintain those pest!  

We are looking forward to the meeting this 

week where members Earnest "Bear" Moore 

will be doing a demonstration on wiring 

frames, and Ann  will do a presentation on 

"10 Stupid Things that Beekeepers Do". I 

hope everyone can make and I look forward to 

seeing you on Thursday night!  

Mark Smith, President 

Phone: 434-258-7048 

piedmontbeekeepers@\outlook.com 

Beehive Grant Program Update 
During the 2017 Virginia General Assembly 

Session 2,953 bills and resolutions were intro-

duced in the House of Delegates and Senate, 

resulting in 836 additions and changes to the 

Code of Virginia and State Budget. The Bee-

hive Grant was one of the programs affected 

by changes in the Budget.  

Due to budget reductions, payments from the 

Beehive Grant Fund were suspended in fiscal 

year 2017. Appropriations for the Beehive 

Grant Fund were removed from the State 

Budget for fiscal year 2018. As a result, new 

Beehive Grant applications are not being 

accepted at this time. 

Last Call for Dues 

Thanks to all who have renewed their mem-

bership. If you haven’t, This is the last call. 

Non-renews will be dropped from the mem-

bership rolls as of end of August. Darryl will 

be at the meeting to accept renewals, If you 

cant make it to the meeting (shame on you!).. 

you can mail check payable to PBA, for $10 

per individual, or $15 per family, to : 

Darryl Garrison, 

1107 Oakcrest St,  

Bedford, VA 24523 

 

1st Annual Mite-A-Thon i 

September 9 - 16, 2017 

Coinciding with both the 30th “anniversary” of 

Varroa in North America, and (much more pleas-

antly!) National Honey Month, the First Annual 

Mite-A-Thon is a national collaborative citizen 

science effort lead by the Pollinator Partnership to 

collect Varroa mite infestation data in honey bee 

colonies across North America. 

The dual objectives are to raise awareness of Var-

roa infestations through effective monitoring 

methods, as well as to educate beekeepers about 

mite management strategies.  

The parasitic mite, Varroa destructor, and the vi-

ruses it vectors is a significant driver of honey bee 

colony mortality. Yet, indicators suggest that 

many beekeepers are not monitoring varroa lev-

els, and therefore not able to connect infestation 

to colony loss. 

Management strategies will be made available for 

discussion within bee organizations utilizing Mite-

A-Thon partner-developed information and out-

reach materials. 

All beekeepers are encouraged to participate. 

Their varroa monitoring data will be uploaded to 

www.mitecheck.com. 

Participants will monitor mite levels using stan-

dardized protocol and then enter data, including 

location, total number of hives, number of hives 

tested, local habitat, and the number of varroa 

mites counted from each hive. The published in-

formation will not identify individual participants. 

There is no cost to participate. 

The Varroa Mite Testing Kit, available from Bee 

Squad at: 

https://www.bookstore.umn.edu/ 

viewProduct.cgi?categoryID=6751&productID 

=47142#.WXoM0lGQyUl   is the standard for this 

testing, however, you can use your own equivalent 

test materials 

For more information, visit 

 www.pollinator.org/miteathon. 

 or contact: 

 Miteathon@pollinator.org 

 



Bee Better Certified 
The Xerces Society is launch-

ing a new pollinator conserva-

tion initiative, Bee Better 

Certified™. 

The goal of Bee Better Certi-

fied is to give bees a healthy 

place to live, but it achieves 

this in a new way: a certification program tar-

geted at farms and food companies. 

Bee Better Certified is a program that is sci-

ence-based, third-party certified, and meaning-

ful for pollinators. Farmers can now be recog-

nized for their conservation efforts and busi-

nesses have the opportunity to market products 

using a packaging seal that demonstrates they 

work with conservation-minded growers-and 

consumers can shop with confidence, knowing 

that what they are purchasing benefits pollina-

tors and the farmers working to protect them. 

Bee Better Certified was developed in partner-

ship with Oregon Tilth, and with the support of 

a Conservation Innovation Grant from USDA's 

Natural Resources Conservation Service. 

To learn more about Bee Better Certified, 

please read our blog or visit  

beebettercertified.org/. 

  

The Laying Worker Experiment 
We talked about this a few meetings ago. To 

recap, a condition called “laying workers” can 

occur when a hive has been queenless, (and 

subsequently broodless) for an extended period 

of time. Normally the combination of queen 

pheromones and brood pheromone will inhibit 

the workers’ ovaries from developing. However, 

if a new queen is not introduced, or the colony’s 

attempt to replace their queen was unsuccess-

ful, a number of worker bees ovaries will de-

velop, allowing them to lay eggs. These eggs, 

being unfertilized, will only yield mature into 

drones. As a result, the colony is doomed.  

Attempts to introduce a new queen at this point 

is always unsuccessful, because the smells of 
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the laying workers and the brood trick the col-

ony into thinking it’s queen-right, and the re-

maining workers will kill any queen you try to 

introduce. 

Colonies can sometimes be saved by the re-

peated introduction of brood from another col-

ony, or by combining , via newspaper method, a 

strong nuc above the laying worker colony. 

In our experimental case, the beekeeper did not 

have another strong hive to tap the ressources 

of, so we considered a “desperate, last ditch ef-

fort”—after all, what did we have to lose? 

The procedure was as follows: 

Day 1:  we introduced an artificial queen* The 

hypothesis was that it might be strong enough 

to inhibit the workers’ laying.  

Day 7: Inspection: revealed no new brood, no 

eggs. Conclusion was that the workers had 

ceased laying. Also introduced one frame of 

mixed (mostly sealed) brood from another hive, 

both to beef up the population and introduce 

more brood pheromone. 

Day 14: Brief inspection still revealed no new 

brood. Removed artificial queen 

Day 15: Introduced mated queen in standard 

mailing cage with candy plug. 

Day 19: Checked for queen release: confirmed 

Day 29: Inspection revealed several frames of 

open brood, and large patches of capped brood. 

Success! The new queen had been accepted and 

the colony was on the way to recovery. 

*An artificial queen is a strip of plastic, infused 

with queen pheromones. It is frequently used to 

“hold” a queenless colony for up to 3 weeks, if a 

new queen cannot be obtained immediately. It 

costs less than $5. and is available from Mann 

Lake, or BetterBee. 

Observations and comments on experimental 

procedures. This probably could have been con-

ducted over a shorter time frame, but the colony 

was in a location that was not close enough for 

observation more often. Possibly, the frame of 

brood could have been introduced at the same 
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time as the artificial queen. And, possibly, the 

queen could have been introduced as soon as 

the workers ceased laying.  

To be truly scientific, careful observations 

should have been made on a regular, more fre-

quent basis, e.g. every 3 days, to determine 

when the workers stopped laying, population 

rise as brood from the introduced frame 

emerged, exactly when the new queen started 

laying, etc. Another consideration is the rela-

tive strength of the colony. In this case, the 

original colony was quite weak, and apparently 

one “a.q.” was enough to do the job. It’s conceiv-

able that if the colony were much stronger, 2 

“a.q.’s” might be required to overcome the exist-

ing pheromones in the colony.  Nevertheless, 

it’s an option to try in similar circumstances. 

You may not have to give a colony up for lost if 

it develops laying workers. 

If anybody else has the opportunity to experi-

ment with this procedure, please feel free to 

share your results with us! 

 

PBA on the Web 

Thanks to Mark Smith for 

all the time and hard work 

he’s put into the construction 

of our website. It’s not only a 

resource for PBA events and 

info, but also has links to lots of valuable ex-

ternal sources, such as other local groups, in-

formation on bee laws and VDACS inspection 

and other services. 

It’s a work in progress, but be sure to check it 

out, visit often, and make suggestions for ad-

ditional content. 

Our Facebook Page needs a new focus 

and major overhaul. If you are a Facebook 

guru and would like to become our new FB 

Administrator, please contact Ann  at 

AnnBeeZee@gmail.com 

 


