
2017 Winners: PBA 

“Battered Smoker” Competition 

After some incredibly fierce competition 

by four teams for possession of this year’s 

BS (Battered Smoker) award,  Team Bee-

52’s proudly wrested the trophy away 

from last year’s winners, “Plan Bee”.They 

showed off their broad knowledge of some 

pretty obscure beekeeping trivia and his-

tory. The Bee 52’s are entitled to have 

temporary custody of it and proudly dis-

play it at each PBA meeting till next De-

cember, when another team will take it 

away from them. 

And a special thanks to our intrepid 

scorekeeper, Bruce Rose! 
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What’s Buzzin’? 
President’s Corner 

John Powers 

I trust you all had a great holiday season, and that 

you and your bees have weathered our first blast 

of snow and cold. Winter is upon us, and hopefully 

you’ve done all you could do to get your colonies to 

the point where they will have a fighting chance to 

make it through winter .  You’ve ensured they had 

sufficient stores of honey. You’ve reduced wasted 

space, provided adequate ventilation, reduced the 

entrances, and provided a wind break.  

Now, it’s a waiting and watching game. On the 

warmer days, look to see if your bees are out and 

about. Take advantage of the occasional warm 

days to peek inside to see if your colonies need 

supplemental feeding.  Have fondant or winter 

patties at the ready, as that warm day may only 

be a few hours long, and you don’t want to be mak-

ing fondant that day.   

Additionally, while you’re waiting for Spring, be-

gin thinking about what supplies you may need 

when the colony population starts exploding, and 

swarm season is near. Oh the joy of seeing that a 

colony has made it through winter, and is busily 

flying about, collecting early pollen and nectar! 

Another year has come and gone, and so has my 

tenure as President of the Piedmont Beekeeper’s 

Association. It has been my honor to serve, these 

last two years, and I am still amazed at how fast 

those two years seem to have flown by!  When I 

was asked to be President, I was very apprehen-

sive. After all, I did not, and do not, consider my-

self an expert beekeeper. The notion of serving as 

President was, frankly, intimidating. Now, two 

years later, I am so glad I agreed to be President! 

Piedmont Bee Bzzz-ness Piedmont Bee Bzzz-ness 

Piedmont Bee Bzzz-ness is published 
monthly by the Piedmont Beekeepers 
Association. This is your newsletter! 
Contributions are enthusiastically 
welcomed from all members!  Copy 
deadline is the 1st of the month. Contact 
Ann at 434-660-6063 or by email at  
AnnBeeZee@gmail.com. 

Congratulations to: 

the Mighty 

BeeBeeBeeBee----52s52s52s52s    
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Not only was it NOT intimidating, rather, it 

was rewarding and fun! I thank all of you, for 

making it so. Now, it is time for somebody new 

to be our next President.  Any organization is 

only as successful as its members’ willingness 

to make it so. I urge you all to consider how 

YOU might be able to help keep our associa-

tion successful, by serving as President, or one 

of the other officer positions. If you do serve, I 

PROMISE you that you too will find it reward-

ing and fun! 

I wish you all a very safe and happy new year, 

and I look forward to seeing you all at our 

monthly meetings! 

John Powers 

powersherron@jetbroadband.com 

This Month’s Meeting: 
Thursday, Jnuary 19 at Lynchburg Public 

Works meeting room,  1700 Memorial Ave. In-

formal get-together at 6:30; meeting called to 

order at 7:00pm.  

Program: 
We’ll have a demo on how to make and  use 

“no-cook” bee candy. It’s not actually a fon-

dant, (which needs to be cooked at frighten-

ingly high temperatures) but an easy-to make 

“sugar brick” which the bees can utilize in the 

cold far better than they can deal with liquid 

feed. 

Behind the Hive  
Hello All 

Just finished an 

early morning run 

around the hives 

checking to see if the 

landing boards are 

clear of snow. I think 

it was around 10 degrees with a little wind too! 

Didn't see any bees flying... imagine that!  

For that matter didn't see any dead ones ei-

 

ther. I guess that is a good sign, Picked up the 

back of a few hives just to gauge weight and they 

are doing all right, at least for now. I personally 

would rather see cold weather with no bees flying 

than warm weather with bees looking for food 

that isn't there yet. 

Planning is moving along for our "Do you want to 

be a beekeeper?" seminar January 21st  the begin-

ning bee class starting in February . It isn't just 

me standing up in front of a bunch of people dron-

ing (pun intended ) on about how interesting this 

hobby is. I have to impart equal amounts of won-

der, bewilderment, confusion, and yes, terror. 

Scaring off the easily intimidated & challenging 

those who think that you just put bees in a box! 

We (beekeeping instructors) review and refresh 

the teaching materials every year some times 

finding things that make us think "what the heck 

did we mean " other times simplifying overly com-

plicated lessons. We want you to succeed, we want 

you to thrive.  

This time of year you should be cleaning and re-

painting old equipment and assembling the equip-

ment you got for Christmas your hives should 

have closed the entrances to the smallest opening 

& reading up on all the latest literature both in 

print & on the web. Remember to think when you 

read, you are going to make decisions using this 

information, is it reliable ? Is it just someones 

opinion. At one time beekeepers thought there 

was a "King Bee " that ruled the hive. 

Former students are always welcome to return for 

a refresher partly because of the new information 

that we learn & partly because we can count on 

those former students to ask the question that the 

new students don't know to ask. There are always 

just a few that are ready to take that next step & 

mentor a new beekeeper & for me that is one of 

the most satisfying things to see & that is truly 

the next step for advanced knowledge. 

I'll be looking for more of that knowledge, from .. 

Behind the hive  

JJ 

 



Creation of Robot Bee 

to Pollinate Crops 

Scientists at the Polytechnic University of War-

saw have created the first robotic bee designed 

to pollinate artificially; a miniaturized drone 

that is able to find a flower, collect its pollen, 

and transfer it carefully from the male to the 

female flower to fertilize it. 

This robotic insect has already been successfully 

tested in the field and its ability to pollinate is 

offered as a “hopeful alternative” to address the 

steady decline in the world bee population, as 

stated by its creator, engineer Rafal Dalewski. 

“Last summer, we carried out a test and we al-

ready have the first seed obtained through this 

artificial pollination, so it has been proven that 

our robot can do almost the same as real bees,” 

explains Dalewski. 

Dalewski, however, acknowledges that he has 

not been able to design a drone that can pro-

duce honey, “although technology development 

is moving increasingly fast and can at times be 

surprising,” he jokes. 

In any case, the pollinator robot “is not in-

tended to replace insects, but to help their work 

and complement it,” explains the engineer, who 

refuses to assess whether the drone can polli-

nate better than real bees. 

Excerpted from Bee Culture\’s Catch the Buzz.  

Full story at: http://www.beeculture.com/catch-

buzz-creation-robot-bee-pollinate-crops  

Upcoming Events at Other Local Clubs 

Halifax County Beekeepers present: 

Practical Back-Yard Beekeeping 

for Small-Scale and  

Serious Sideline Beekeepers 

Fri. Jan. 27 & Sat. Jan. 28, 2017 

Olde Dominion Agricultural Complex 
 Chatham, Virginia 

Featured Speaker: Keith Delaplane 
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Friday evening (6:00 pm) — $35 

Special Beekeepers Dinner & Program-

Starts with an exquisite catered meal from 

ChataMooCa. All courses will be flavored with 

specialty honeys! The main course will be Black 

Angus Beef.  

Immediately following the dinner, (7:00 pm) 

Keith Delaplane will present  “The Honey Bee 

Superorganism and Why It’s Important” to 

be followed by audience Q and A’s. 

Saturday, 8:30am - 4:00pm  —  $60   

08:30 Check-in, Kickoff Coffee, Tea, Donuts and 

Fruit  

Light Lunch at Noon; with planned morning 

and afternoon breaks. 

Topics: Honey Bee Cavity vs. Honey Bee Hive, 

Lessons for Honey Bee Health From Epidemiol-

ogy, Breeding Designs and Their Application, 

Emergent Properties In The Honey Bee Colony.  

Plenty of Q and A Time 

You have the choice of registering for  ei-

ther session separately, or both. 

Pre-registration is required!  

To register:  http://halifaxbeekeepers.org/

index.php/upcoming-events   or, Jim Zeigler 

(jimmyz6@centurylink.net ) or  434-376-4490 

About Keith Delaplane  

From the time Keith was presented with his 

first bee hive at age 13, the path was set for him 

to follow a lifelong journey - “For the Love of 

Bees and Beekeeping” which is also the name of 

his monthly column in the American Bee Jour-

nal. His scientific perspectives interwoven with 

practical beekeeping knowledge has made 

Keith’s columns a must read. 

Keith serves as MBE, Professor, Walter B. Hill 

Fellow and Bee Program Director at the Univer-

sity of Georgia. He received the Most Excellent 

Order of the British Empire (MBE) in 2014.  He 

has written scores of Research Papers and leads 

the University of Georgia effort against Pollina-

tor Decline. 



Bees’ Ability to Forage  

Decreases as Air Pollution Increases 
Air pollutants interact with and break down 

plant-emitted scent molecules, which insect pol-

linators use to locate needed food, according to 

a team of researchers led by Penn State.  The 

pollution-modified plant odors can confuse bees 

and, as a result, bees' foraging time increases 

and pollination efficiency decreases. This hap-

pens because the chemical interactions de-

crease both the scent molecules' life spans and 

the distances they travel.  

While foraging for food, insects detect floral 

scent molecules in the air. Wind currents can 

carry these molecules up to thousands of feet 

from their original source to where bees have 

their hives. 

"Many insects have nests that are up to 3,000 

feet away from their food source, which means 

that scents need to travel long distances before 

insects can detect them," said Jose D. Fuentes, 

professor of meteorology and atmospheric sci-

ence, Penn State. "Each insect has a detection 

threshold for certain kinds of scents and they 

find food by moving from areas of low concen-

trations of scents to areas of high concentra-

tions." Plant-emitted hydrocarbons break down 

through chemical interactions with certain air 

pollutants such as ozone. This breakdown proc-

ess results in the creation of more air pollut-

ants, including hydroxyl and nitrate radicals, 

which further increase the breakdown rate of 

plant odors. The researchers sought to under-

stand how these chemical interactions, which 

start with the presence of air pollutants, would 

impact bees' ability to find food. 

Full article at:  

http://news.psu.edu/story/416642/2016/07/06/

research/bees-ability-forage-decreases-air-

pollution-increases  

Q. What buzzes and travels 
under water? 

A. A bee in a submarine 

 Gateway Beekeepers present: 

Michael Bush,  
the Practical Beekeeper 

Sat, March 11, 2017 — 9am - 5pm 

King George Citizen Center,  
8076 Kings Hwy, King Goerge 

Pre-register, $20.00, At door: $25. 

Mail registration & Payment to: 

Doug Hancock 
9534 Mohawk Dr., King George, VA 22485  

Checks payable to 

Gateway Beekeepers Association  

  
Registrations initially got off to a slow start for 

our 2017, but now our class is just about full. 

Classes will start Thurs, Feb 2, Our first will be 

a meet and greet/orientation for students. We 

would like all mentors to come and meet their 

“new-bees”. If you  haven’t signed up to be a 

mentor yet, I’ll be contacting you.  

Class Schedule is:  

2/2: Meet & Greet 

2/9 Woodenware & Equip 

2//23 History of Beekeeping 

3/2 Dynamics of The honey bee colony 

3/9 Diseases & parasites 

3/22 IPM/installation 

3/30 The beekeeping year 

4/6 Floral Sources 

4/20 Graduation 

TBA Installation & open hive demo 

Volunteers are always welcome to assist at all 

sessions, especially the 1st few, to help it run 

smoothly, take attendance, distribute books, set

-up/take down, etc. Please contact me at 

annbeezee@gmail.com, or at meeting. 

Also, remember that if you are a graduate of a 

previous years’ class and would like to sit in on 

any class, you are welcome to do so at any time, 

at no charge, but please notify me in advance of 

which sessions you’d like to attend. 
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