
Mystery Beekeeper 

July’s mystery beekeeper (MB) is 

proud to say that he considers 

himself a professional beekeeper 

as of the 2016 season.  In his 

other profession, he is a machin-

ist.  As a motorcycle enthusiast in 

his youth, he became a machinist 

in order to make better motorcy-

cles.  During this time period, he 

owned two 1960s era Triumph 

motorcycles. 

But then he lost interest in motor-

cycles, so he bought some land 

and planted peach trees, but was 

disappointed in the production of 

those trees.  The father of a friend 

from work turned him on to the 

magic of bees and beekeeping.  “It 

was a life changing experience.”  

He has been a beekeeper now for 
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What’s Buzzin’? 
President’s Corner 

Mark Smith 

So, July has been a busy month with pulling honey, reduc-

ing hives that I don't want to have too much space and add-

ing to hives that I'm working to get more comb built into 

supers for next year. Throw in public working, family re-

sponsibilities, and a week at the beach and it becomes obvi-

ous that there are never enough hours in the day. I am pre-

paring to start more frequent mite checks on my hives and 

treat as necessary if the counts are high. I'm also starting 

to watch more closely for increased numbers of small hive 

beetles and wax moths this time of year. 

We’re looking forward to the upcoming summer picnic at 

Clay and Melaney Davis's house on July 22nd and the 

Honey Bee Disease workshop by Keith Tignor on August 

12th. A few weeks ago, Ann Zudekoff and I got to watch 

Ernie "Bear" Moore wiring frames and embedding wires 

into foundation at his shop and asked him to do a club 

demo at the August meeting and Ann will have a presenta-

tion on "10 stupid things beekeepers do" to follow. At 

the September meeting, Marc Puckett from the VA Dept of 

Game and Inland Fisheries will be speaking, so pencil in 

those dates on your calendar.  

We have secured approval for the purchase of a 

used Dadant 6 frame manual crank extractor and will pick-

ing that up in the next few days and hope to have it ready 

for members to use by the end of the week. As time goes, 

we may consider the purchase of a uncapping tub and un-

capping knife to go along with it. 

Hope your hives are doing well, and remember to reach out 

for help if you feel like you need it, or if you are a more ex-

perienced beekeeper, consider reaching out to a new bee-

keeper and checking in on them. I look forward to seeing 

everyone at the picnic next week! 

Mark Smith,  

434-258-7048  
PiedmontBeekeepers@Outlook.com  

Piedmont Bee Bzzz-ness Piedmont Bee Bzzz-ness 

Piedmont Bee Bzzz-ness is published 
monthly by the Piedmont Beekeepers 
Association. This is your newsletter! 
Contributions are enthusiastically 
welcomed from all members!  Copy 
deadline is the 5th of each month. 
Contact Ann at 434-660-6063 or by email 
at  AnnBeeZee@gmail.com. 

? 

 “MB” continued on page 5 
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This Month’s Meeting: 
NO regular Thursday, night meeting this 

month. Instead, it’s our 

 Annual Beekeepers’  
Pot-luck Picnic 

Saturday, July 22 

12:00 noon till ? 

Clay & Melaney Davis’s place  

1615 Goode Station Rd. Goode  

(Goode Road Bridge is closed due to construc-

tion, so come via Rt 221 to Goode Station Rd.) 

Select Bank will provide burgers, hotdogs and a 

small assortment of drinks.   

PBA will provide plates, utensils,  

and other necessities. 

Please bring a side, salad or dessert - 

made with honey?? so much the better! 

Please bring lawn chairs 

Bring a swimsuit  

The pool will be available for use. 

 

Membership Renewal Notice 

Our membership year ended at the end of 

June, so if you haven’t  already done so, 

please take a minute to renew your member-

ship Today.  

Membership is still only $10 per individual 

member, or $15 per family, and entitles you 

to great PBA benefits like use of our lending 

library, use of the club extractor, the opportu-

nity to attend our programs and workshops, 

and meet & exchange ideas with other bee-

keepers.  If you are not sure of your dues 

status, please contact our treasurer, Darryl 

Garrison, at 434- 610-5867 or  

dgarri2670@aol.com. 

Please make checks payable to PBA and send to  

Darryl Garrison, 1107 Oakcrest St,  

Bedford, VA 24523 

 

Upcoming PBA  

meetings and Programs  

Regular monthly meetings are held at the meeting 

room in the Lynchburg Public Works Dept., 1700 

Memorial Ave, Lots of free parking in front and 

side of the building. Informal get-together at 6:30, 

meetings called to order at 7:00 pm. 

Save the dates:  

August Meeting: 
Thursday, August 17 

“BeartheBeeman” Moore: 

Frame wiring Demonstration 

AnnZ: 

Ten Stupid things Beekeepers Do. 

Special event:  
Saturday, August 12 

9am – 12pm 

Honey Bee Disease Workshop 

Presented by Keith Tignor, State Apiarist 

Randolph College,  

2500 Rivermont Avenue Lynchburg,  

TOPICS COVERED: 

Varroa and Tracheal mites, brood diseases,  

Nosema, Deformed wing virus, SHB, Wx 

Moths Small hive beetles, Wax moth, and 

more. Time & weather permitting, an inspec-

tion of on-campus hives. 

Members $15, Non-members $20 

Space is limited.  

Must reserve and pay in advance. 

Please remit payment to:   

Piedmont Beekeepers Association c/o Darryl Gar-

rison, 1107 Oakcrest St. Bedford, VA 24523 

September Meeting: 
Thursday, September 21 

Marc Puckett, speaker  

VA Dept of Game and Inland Fisheries  

 



The Drone’s Rebuttal:  

Another Unsolicited  

Letter to the Editor:  

Dear Editor, 

I object to the personal attacks made by Queena 
Beah against my character, and the character of 
my brother drones.  Just because we don’t have 
fathers, doesn’t mean we don’t need some re-
spect!!  Okay, I confess that Queena spoke the 
truth —  We don’t do much in the hive other than  
sit around begging for food and sucking up nectar,  
buzzing at the lovely gals working their wings off 
all around us, watching football, and then go out 
most of the day to hang around congregating with 
our brothers.  Okay, except for servicing the vir-
gins in their time of need, we don’t do much else—
but that’s really important!!!!!  

So you see, we drones think we 
have a pretty good thing going, 
so we don’t need your publication 

to mess it up for us! 
    

Extractor for rent 
In response to numerous 

requests, PBA has aquired 

an extractor for use by 

members in good standing. 

This is a Dadant Ranger,  

6-frame manual, an ideal 

size for the small-to me-

dium beekeeper.  

It is easily transportable, 

and will handle 6 medium or shallow frames 

radially, or 3 deep frames tangentially. It’s 

available for rent for $15.00 for a 48-hour pe-

riod, The user must agree to return the extrac-

tor clean and in good condition. . If you woud 

like to use this new club benefit, contact Mark 

Smith at PiedmontBeekeepers@Outlook.com  

If this program proves successful, we will con-

sider adding accessories to the rental package, 

like an uncapping knife and cappings tub. 
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Campbell County  

Youth Beekeeping Program 
Campbell County is offering a generous pro-

gram to encourage youth to learn beekeeping 

and own and manage their own colonies. Appli-

cants do not need to live in Campbell County to 

be elegible. If you know of someone who would 

be interested in this program, please refer them 

to the full details and application at: 

 http://campbell.ext.vt.edu/ 

Following is a summary of the program. Please 

note application deadline is July 26. 

Overview andOverview andOverview andOverview and    Objectives:Objectives:Objectives:Objectives:    

This program is an opportunity for youth to 

learn beekeeping through hands on educational 

experiences. The objectives are: 

• To equip youth with the knowledge and 

tools to be a successful beekeeper. 

• To educate youth in beekeeping to pro-

mote a better understanding of the value 

of honeybees to our environment, food 

production and agriculture. 

• To give youth the opportunity to build re-

lationships with other youth interested in 

beekeeping as well as experienced bee-

keepers in our community. 

• To provide opportunities for youth to ex-

perience responsibility and build leader-

ship skills through beekeeping and the 

educational opportunities associated with 

this program. 

Hives will be placed in a common area at the 

Virginia Cooperative Extension Office in Rust-

burg where youth will meet monthly for hands-

on educational programs. Meetings will be held 

monthly, beginning in September. This program 

will require a commitment of approximately one 

year. Qualified youth who successfully complete 

the program will be awarded ownership of a 

hive. Please read the terms and conditions of 

the program carefully. 

 

 



Youth Beekeeping Program,  

Continued from p. 3 

Terms and Conditions: 

Eligibility: 

• Youth ages 9-18 are eligible to apply. 

• The applicant must be willing and able to 

attend required meetings and complete edu-

cational components. 

• The applicant’s parent/guardian must give 

consent to participate in the program and 

there must be a committed adult willing to 

work with the child. 

• Campbell County 4-H Enrollment paper-

work will be required if youth are chosen. 

• Upon successful completion of the program, 

youth will be awarded: 

• Ownership of a complete hive, bees and 

tools to maintain the hive. 

• Recognition for their accomplishments. 

 

Youth will be expected to: 

• Attend and successfully complete the re-

quired classes, trainings and meetings. 

• Keep a written record complete with dates, 

photos, and other pertinent information. 

Youth will receive guidance and support 

with their projects at the meetings. 

• Properly care for and maintain the bees, 

tools and equipment provided. 

• The participant will need to provide their 

own protective gear (full suit, veil and 

gloves). 

For complete program details and application, 

go to http://campbell.ext.vt.edu/ 

_____________ 

Several PBA members have expressed an inter-

est in participating in the training of the outh 

poarticipants. If you would like to be part of 

this program, please contact Mark Smith 
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Why a Bear Fence is a Good Investment 
No commentary necessary: A picture’s 

worth a 1000 words. 

. 

PBA Member Show & Tell night 
Last year, we had a “show & Tell” program with 

several of our members demonstrating gadgets 

they came up with to make their beekeeping 

easier. It was a great success. We’d like to have 

another one of these programs, so if you would 

have invented something, or do something 

unique you’d like to share with the rest of us, 

please contact John Powers at 434- 444-4759 or 

powersherron@jetbroadband.com  

 

FOR SALE 

Brand New: 

Medium Frames with  

wax-coated Plasticell foundation 

 Pre-assembled.  

20 +frames  -  

Brushy Mountain’s list for these is  

over $78.00! 

Will sell for $55.00 

Contact AnnZ  

at AnnBeeZee@gmail.com 



Mystery Beekeeper, Continued from page 1 

27 years.  This past year he overwintered ten 

hives, and they have now grown to 30.   

When working bees, our MB wears Dadant’s 

light inspection jacket and veil, but is not 

pleased with how it has worn over the years. 

He has been observed to react quite dramati-

cally when his “not always nice” bees breach 

the gaps in its well-worn armor.  However, he 

no longer wears thick gloves as he did when he 

began beekeeping.  “I watched Keith Tignor 

handle bees during the many times he in-

spected my hives, and was inspired.  He doesn’t 

wear gloves and doesn’t even flinch when he is 

stung.” 

His advice to new beekeepers is “not to get dis-

couraged.  Keep with it, and obtain expert ad-

vice.  It is a tough game but a rewarding one, 

and worth it in the long run.” 

The funniest bee thing that has happened to 

him involved an attempt to catch a swarm 

hanging from a distal tree branch, which only 

had flexible and movable branches to lean his 

24 foot ladder against.  Our hero the MB found 

himself on a fully extended 24 foot ladder lean-

ing onto a moving branch of the tree. Legs 

locked into the ladder, he clutched a bee brush 

in one hand and a nuc box in the other.  MB 

describes it as a cartoon-like situation.  He got 

the swarm, but while having a major issue with 

the ladder’s balance, said to himself, “Now that 
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I have saved the hive, who is going to save me? 

But as I was hanging on that unstable ladder, 

God reached down and pulled me back toward 

the tree.” 

Another fascinating thing about July’s MB is 

that he is an inventor.  He has dreamed up 

many innovations designed to assist the bee-

keeper and make future beekeeping much less 

difficult.  One is a vastly improved system for 

making syrup available to bees.  Another is a 

bee waterer for times such as when the hive is 

closed due to pesticides being sprayed locally.  

He has make a shunk-proof hive-stand that ap-

pears superior to all currently on the market.  

He has made a mini-forklift which is powered 

by pedaling, that can be used for lifting and 

moving beehives among other things.   

He has a great deal of enthusiasm for these and 

made many other innovative ideas, inventions 

but has yet to make a deal with a business to 

make and sell them on a large scale.  (Some 

items may be available from him directly, which 

he would construct on an as needed basis.)  If 

anyone reading this article has money he or she 

would like to invest, our mystery beekeeper 

would be interested in speaking with them. ☺  

When not actively keeping bees, he propagates 

many bee-friendly plants and trees which he 

markets to  beekeepers across the state. 

His nickname came from an old girlfriend in 

high school.  When he needed a nickname when 

biking, he renewed use 

of it.  His favorite use of 

it is “Grandpa {MB}”. 

Haven’t guessed yet? 

Our July MB is Earnest 

Edward Moore III, affec-

tionately known to his 

friends as “Bear” or 

“Grandpa Bear”.   

 

—-G.H.T. 

 

No Picure of  
“Bear” avail-

able at time of 
printing. Seems 
he is as elusive 

as his nick-
name, but he is 
unmistakably 
identifiable. 

PBA Facebook Page 

Needs a Makeover 
Our Facebook page is curretly 

an open forum where anybody 

can post, and it tends to be a 

mish-mash of miscellaneous 

postings, ads, etc. We would like it to be ex-

clusivey for PBA members to post, although 

anybody can view it. Anybody interested in 

assuming the administration of this page, 

please contact AnnZ at: 

AnnBeeZee@gmail.com 



PIEDMONT BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 
6960 Johnson Mountain Rd. 
Huddleston, VA 24104 

    

 
 
                     
 
,      

Training Apiary Demonstration 

Sugar Roll for Varroa Mite Diagnosis 

& 

How to Mark Queens 

Monday, July 24,  5:15 pm— Weather permitting. 

Just show up.  Veils required 


