
Volume XIV  No. 8  August 2017 

 

What’s Buzzin’? 
President’s Corner 

Mark Smith 

Fall is approaching quickly and now is the time to prepare 

your bees for the upcoming winter.  Fall mite checks should 

be well under way and treatments applied if necessary.  I 

have been seeing my bees bringing in lots of Goldenrod pol-

len in the last two weeks.   

While the temperatures are still warm enough, make sure 

to complete thorough hive inspections, reducing hive space 

if necessary, or combining the weaker hives with stronger 

ones.  Make sure that you still have a laying queen and a 

good brood pattern.  Install entrance reducers or mouse 

guards if you use them.  Lift the back of the hives to assess 

hive weights or just weigh the hive if you have the means.  

Hives light on honey stores (double deeps less than 70 lbs. ) 

may need to be fed before winter.  

Marc Puckette from the Department of Game and Inland 

Fisheries will be speaking at the meeting on Thursday 

night.  I am also hoping to having a few show and tell 

items present.   

This week started the first class of the Campbell County 

Youth Beekeeping group.  After completing the curriculum, 

thirteen youths will take possession of their honey bee colo-

nies. Thank you to Ann Zudekoff for volunteering to help  

teach that.   

We’ve also turned in applications for the Campbell County 

Heritage Festival, Rustburg Christmas parade, and 

Lynchburg Christmas Parade, so the club has some fun ac-

tivities to look forward to.  

I look forward to seeing everyone on Thursday! 

Mark Smith, President 

Phone: 434-258-7048 

piedmontbeekeepers@outlook.com 

 

Piedmont Bee Bzzz-ness Piedmont Bee Bzzz-ness 

Piedmont Bee Bzzz-ness is published 
monthly by the Piedmont Beekeepers 
Association. This is your newsletter! 
Contributions are enthusiastically 
welcomed from all members!  Copy 
deadline is the 5th of each month. 
Contact Ann at 434-660-6063 or by email 
at  AnnBeeZee@gmail.com. 

The Mystery Beekeeper 

This month's mystery beekeeper 

(MB) will be a beekeeper no more, 

at least for a while.  Our MB is a 

retired person "of the cloth."  Born 

in Washington DC, he/she moved 

to Huntsville Alabama at age 

nine. MB’s first degree was from 

the University of Alabama, with a 

Master of Divinity degree earned 

from Lexington (Ky) Theological 

Seminary.  

S/he served in two churches in 

Illinois before settling in Bedford, 

Virginia in 1986 as a congres-

sional minister for 22 years. S/he 

concluded his/her career by work-

ing on the project that developed 

The Summit, from where s/he re-

tired in 2016.   

MB’s advice to new beekeepers:  

“Always pause at the hive before 

(Continued on page 5) 

? 
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This Months Meeting 
Thursday, September 21, Lynchburg Public 

Works Dept., 1700 Memorial Ave.  Lots of off-

street parking in front and behind building. 

Informal get-together and chat 6:30, Meeting 

called to order at 7:00 pm 

This Months Program 
Marc Puckette, Certified Wildlife Biologist from 

Dept. of Game & Inland Fisheries, will be our 

guest speaker. Marc will speak about land man-

agement to protect bobwhite habitat is also 

beneficial for honey bees and other pollinators.  

The Beetles are coming  

No, they’re already here! 
No denying it—You’ve got 

Small Hive Beetles in all 

your hives  - me too. 

This seems to be the worst 

 year ever for these critters. 

What can  you do about them?  

The conventional advice was always: “Keep 

strong hives; a strong hive will keep the bee-

tles in check” Good advice, but this year even 

strong hives have huge beetle populations.  

So, this year, you’ll probably need to use some 

kind of intervention. Here are some options: 

1. ScotchBrite reusable wipes, or Dadant’s 

equivalent, “Beetle-Bee-Gone”. Place 

above the top bars under the inner cover. 

The bees will rough-up the surface, and  

beetles get caught in it. Here’s what one 

looks like after about 3 days:  

 

2. “Between-the frames” traps. (e.g. Beetle Jail & 

Beetle Blaster) These fit between the frames , 

usually of the top box. They can be baited ei-

ther with vegetable oil or specially purchased 

“beetle trap bait” The beetles are supposed to 

fall into the oil when the bees chase them 

around the top bars. These work with varying 

degrees of success, depending on how aggres-

sively the bees herd the beetles into them. 

3. “Under the frames” oil traps. (e.g. the West 

trap;  the Freeman Beetle trap; Dadant sells 

the West trap alone or in combination with a 

screened bottom board.) Relatively expensive, 

but these are by far the most effective for seri-

ous infestations—Both adults and larvae fall 

into the oil and drown. Hive must be level for 

these to work. 

4. CheckMite strips: This is the only chemical 

that is approved to kill SHB, adults & larvae, 

inside the hive. Be advised that this is a hard 

chemical (the worst of the worst). It’s one of 

the earliest of the preparations used to combat 

varroa, and the varroa began showing resis-

tance after a few years.  

5. Ground drenches: Gardstar (synthetic chemi-

cal: kills everything in the ground), or benefi-

cial nematodes (biological control—specific to 

certain beetles) Neither of these preparations 

will do anything to control beetles in the hive, 

but will kill the pupating larvae which burrow 

into the ground around the hive. It’s a way to 

break the brood cycle if the beetles have 

started to reproduce, You will still need to do 

something about the adults and larvae already 

in the colony.  

Hats Off to Mark Smith! 
Make sure you congratulate Mark— 

he just passed the written and  

field exam for the apprentice level of  the VSBA 

master beekeeper program.  

Great job, Mark! 

 

 



The Honey Bee Health Coalition 

Award Challenge 
The Honey Bee Health Coalition is excited to 

announce the launch of the 2017 Bee Nutri-

tion Challenge: An Innovation Award.  

The Problem 

Our honey bees are in trouble, partly because 

they don’t have enough to eat.  Thanks to re-

searchers, we’ve learned a lot about the nutri-

ents bees need in order to thrive.  However, 

there’s a lot we still don’t understand about the 

best diet to keep bees happy and healthy.  Bees 

are facing greater and greater challenges from 

land use, agricultural, and ecological forces 

that make it tough for bees to find their own 

meals.  That’s where you come in.  

The Competition 

Making a difference can start with one bold 

idea.  The Honey Bee Health Coalition is look-

ing for creative, practical solutions to accelerate 

and pioneer the field of honey bee nutrition.  

We want to hear from folks within the commu-

nity and newcomers to the bee world – no bee-

keeping or research experience required! 

You’re invited to submit your most innovative 

project idea to tackle honey bee nutrition chal-

lenges, for the chance to win prize money to im-

plement your project.  Competition finalists will 

be flown to the 2018 American Bee Research 

Conference in Reno, NV to present their ideas 

to a panel of judges in a “Shark Tank”-style 

showdown.  Finalists will have the opportunity 

to network with hundreds of bee industry ex-

perts and join a passionate community working 

on honey bee health.  Competition judges will 

award a total of up to $40,000 of prize money to 

up to four amazing project ideas.  Winners also 

will have full access to subject matter experts 

and others from the Coalition’s member organi-

zations — including mentoring and advice.  The 

finalists and winners will respectively receive 

travel stipends for the 2018 American Bee Re-

search Conference and the 2019 American Bee 

Research Conference.  

Your idea might be a research project, plans for 

a new product, or a new system of honey bee 

 

Piedmont Bee Bzzz-ness page 3 

feeding no one has ever thought of before. 

Maybe there’s a honey bee take-out service just 

waiting to be invented. 

Deadline for project submissions:  

October 6, 2017:  

Ready to join the next generation of inventors, 

researchers, entrepreneurs, innovators, and 

amateur aficionados working to shape the fu-

ture of honey bee health? Additional details and 

application instructions can be found at:  

http://www. beeculture. com/catch-buzz-honey-

bee-health-coalition-innovation-award-

challenge-check. .  

Virginia State Beekeepers 

Fall Meeting 

November 4, 2017 

Blue Ridge Community College,  
Weyers Cave, VA 

Don’t miss this great line-up of speakers at 

VSBA’s fall meeting: 

Erin MacGregor-Forbes, 

EAS Chairman and Master Beekeeper: 

 No-graft Queen Rearing  

 Organizing a Second Year Bee School. 

Mike Embrey 

 Small Hive Beetle Then and Now 

Dr. James Wilson 

Virginia Tech Extension Apiculturist 

Integrated Pest Management in  

Virginia Cucurbit Production:  

Plus, Keith Tignor’s State Apiarist report, an 

update on VSBA’s Master Beekeeping program. 

Not to mention an opportunity to share ideas 

with other beekeepers from all over the state.  

Save money with advance on-line registration: 

$21.00, plus optional lunch ($8.00). Registration 

also available at door, for a higher fee. 

On-line registration at:  

http://bpt.me/3073379  

Complete info available at:  

https://virginiabeekeepers.org/ 



PBA will have a float  in conjunction with  

the Campbell County Youth Beekeepers:  

Rustburg Christmas Parade 

Sunday, December 10, 2017 3:00 pm 

PBA will have a float in conjunction with the 

Campbell County youth Beekeepers.  

These parades will be a “first” for PBA, and 

promise to be full of fun and holiday cheer! To be 

involved in the planning, contact Bev Maslow at  

bevmaslow@gmail.com or 434-610-2346  

PBA’s Annual Christmas Party 

Date in December TBA—will replace our regular 

December meeting, and will feature main dish 

supplied by PBA, and delicious pot-luck sides 

and desserts prepared by PBA members. 

And, of course, the Third Annual BS Award 

Competition. Last year’s winners Team B-52, 

will bee prepared to cede the BS Trophy to the 

2017 winners. So, brush up on your beekeeping 

facts and make plans to attend this fun event!  

MARKETPLACE 

For Sale: 

Mite-Away Quick Strips (MAQs) 
If you’re hesitant to treat for varroa because you 

don’t want to put chemicals in your hive, MAQ’s 

is for you. It’s a completely organic product, 

(formic acid, naturally occurring in beehives) 

One 7-day treatment Can be applied during a 

honey flow, or with supers on.  

One packet of 2 strips will treat one hive 

$4.00 per packet  

Contact AnnZ  
434-660-6063  or annbeezee@gmail.com 

Dadant Inspector Jacket w/hood,  
size XL, like new condition 

Snellgrove board and miscellaneous 
small tools.  

Contact Mark Smith 
PiedmontBeekeepers@outlook.com 
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PBA on the Web 
Have you chcked out PBA’s  

website lately?  

Piedmontbeekeepers.com  

is rapidly shaping up to be one of  

the best local club websites, It features 

events, member services, informational re-

sources, and links to other educational sites. 

Check it out, and if you have any comments 

or suggestions, please contact Mark at  

Piedmontbeekeepers@outlook.com 

And, be sure you thank him for the great job 

he has done! 

Our Facebook Page needs a new focus 

and major overhaul. If you are a Facebook 

guru and would like to become our new FB 

Administrator, please contact AnnZ at 

AnnBeeZee@gmail.com. 

Have an interesting Gadget? 
...or a tool, or a technique, that makes your 

beekeeping easier? Want to share it with the 

club? Please contact Mark at PiedmontBee-

keepers@outlook.com for an opportunity to 

show off your creativity in a brief show & tell 

session at the meeting. 

Upcoming activities: 

Campbell County Heritage Festival 
Saturday, October 7, 2017,  

at the Community Park in Gladys. 

Honoring Campbell County’s rich heritage, 

There’ll be educational and historical demos, 

crafters, food vendors, children’s activities, 

storytellers and musical entertainment. PBA, 

along with the Campbell County Youth Bee-

keepers, will have a booth. Contact Mark if 

you would like to help out. If you can’t help 

out, at least make plans to attend the festival. 

Bees & Beekeepers on Parade 

58th Annual Lynchburg  

Christmas Parade 

Sunday, December 3, 4:00 pm, on Memorial 

Ave. Theme will be A Rockin’ 50’s Christmas. 



taking off the hive cover. Take a few minutes to 

observe what they are doing.   and read, read 

read.Go to meetings and talk with other bee-

keepers. You are always learning. " 

The following is MB’s personal account of devel-

oping a systemic allergy to bee stings.  "I was 

stung maybe half a dozen times before my first 

allergic reaction. One bee stung me on my fin-

Mystery Beekeeper (Continued from page 1) 
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ger when I did a lot of things wrong:  I was in a 

hurry, the weather was cool and windy, and I 

was not observant of how the bees were doing.  

My finger swelled, then the swelling moved up 

my arm. When hives developed on the other 

arm, I headed for Urgent Care Center. By eve-

ning, the arm had swollen significantly, nearly 

to the elbow before it started receding.  That 

first reaction produced no shortness of breath, 

but I was very tired.  (writer’s comment:  this 

was probably due at least in part to the bena-

dryl he was undoubtedly given.)  That was 

April. " 

"I started allergy desensitization injections in 

July, and continued to keep bees, carefully. Nev-

ertheless, despite my caution, I was stung 

again. I stayed in the hive too long, looking for 

signs of a queen and not finding any. The longer 

I stayed, the more agitated the bees became. 

One of them managed to sting me on my ear 

through the veil. Again, swelling and hives. 

Even with Benadryl, some minor swelling of the 

upper lip before the symptoms began to sub-

side." 

“I am impressed with the collegiality of bee-

keepers, always ready and willing to help, to 

listen and give suggestions to support each 

other, especially newbies. Or should that be new

-bees? This is a great culture that welcomes 

newcomers the way club does. " 

Sadly, to be on the safe side, MB has made the 

difficult decision of giving up his newfound pas-

time, at least for the time being, until such time 

as the desensitization therapy takes hold. 

This month's mystery beekeeper is none other 

than Ken Burger, who lives with his charming 

wife Linda in Goffs, Vir-

ginia near Big Island. He 

is already sorely missed 

from the club, but we hope 

to welcome him back next 

year, a Mystery no more.   

— ght 

 

Ken Burger 

Another letter to the Editor 

The struggle heats up: 

Dear editor,  

Can you please assist us in finding an attor-
ney? We want one of those firebreathing 
ones like we see in the commercials on TV. 
This is what is going on.   

Due to the additional stress placed upon us 
workers by the laziness and lack of coopera-
tion of the drones, some of the more militant 
girls have formed a faction, the Sisterhood 
of Worker Bees (SOw-B) and are threatening 
drastic action. SOW-B has voted to strike. 
As you probably know, the hive will not live 
long after the strike goes into effect. To 
resolve this disastrous situation, we need to 
find out if we have the right to make these 
lazy drones help with the work in the hive. In 
an attempt to avert the strike, Queen Bea 
has suggested that we murder all the 
drones, or just let them starve. After all, 
they spill nectar on the sofa, and it makes a 
paste with the crushed potato chips they 
left last time. And what makes it all worse is 
that they expect us to clean up after them. 
What a mess! We’re trying to avoid such dras-
tic action, because, with all their annoying 
faults, they are kinda’ cute, and, as nights 
get colder, we like to snuggle up to them and 
their buzzing helps keep us warm!    

We anxiously await your reply,  

The (hard working) Worker Bees.  



PIEDMONT BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 
6960 Johnson Mountain Rd. 
Huddleston, VA 24104 

«PBA CURRENT Master.FirstName» «PBA CURRENT Mas-
ter.LastName»           «PBA CURRENT Master.DuesPaid» 

«PBA CURRENT Master.Address1» 
«PBA CURRENT Master.Address2» 
«PBA CURRENT Master.City»  «PBA CURRENT Mas-

ter.State»  «PBA CURRENT Master.Zip» 

Famous “Bees” in history: 
General Barnard Bee (CSA), commander of the 3rd Brigade of the Army of the Shenandoah made the 

statement during First Manassas "rally around the Virginians, there stands Jackson like a stone wall. 

" 


